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70 doth greive me not without cauſe, Brcellent th - by 
learned men; teverend btethten, that our firſt mee- ©? 
ting happeneih to be in a way of diſpute, which SEP 5 
ie might have ben | 
_ of our 


» Was my c cheife i _ | 
ſwakonof gon itie only 5 : 
ly. afte&ion e doth ad nd e mittl- 4 
— chat ſorrowing in de whereof I will briefly Ly 
relate to your prudence (reverend brethren ) with af ; 
duc reverence, che cauſe of the ſlow proceeding of my p 
confirmation in the Ne whernato: 1 nn. 12 
be called. 4 
The clling u ſelfe I prof my {elfe to accept is 
willingly , though not witbout- trembling ,. and am very + : 
rea die to diſcharge that office as I am able: but. ſome 0 
thinges have e betweene the call. and d my con- b. 
firmation, beyond pectation. for = 
1. Fiſt 1. Wa that both che worthy bre- , 
chren, Paſtors of the duch Church, and the reverend 2} * 
Mr, Pagett , did propound, and appoytit, 4s a con- x 
dition of my admittance, that I ſhould conforme to ibo 11 
orders, and cuſtomꝭ, of the duich Church, whereas 1! 
doe not yet vndeiſtand, hat thoſe orders. and. cuſtoms . 
ate, fot which cauſe, I pro ed to the conſiſtory 15 
of the Engliſh Church, that ſome convenient time might 
be me , rightly to informe my ſelfe concerning 7 
thoſe canons and 7 Ga of the dutch Church, ny ; 
lg Bae the ſtate of this Englim Church, before 118 
ſhould ; on me this Paſtorall office, binde 
my ſelfe to grow rms + ben, this the conſiſtory not only - |} 
judged Be : 26 allſo with one couſent concluded 1 
3 chat 
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13 2 | 
" F that it ould be ſo , Mr, Pagett only excepttd{ whi 
$ would not agree with them in that matter, without con- 
ſent of the Claſſis: whereas neverthe les, the Power of 
SI S. every particular Church; is cheife in its owne particular 
waters, (or in things which e proper to ir elfe) „ 
it ang & as a Synod hath the cheife power, in things that arv 
mee» common to many Churches, witnes' Chöm. Cont; 
h chm Bell. 46. 2. With whom agtee the canons of theſe 
gree- Churches , as appateth in the Harmony of the dutch 
t my © Synods, where it is decreed that only ſuch things, ſhallbe 
A brought unto the Claſfis,, which can not be ended 
nit, in the conſiſtosy. Chap. 7. Att. 6. As That Which 
iefly Z can not conveniently , be decided by the Claſſis hallbe 
kay ©; brought into the Provincial Synod. ¶ hp. S. Art. 6. 
f Secondly it was required of me that I' ſhould con- 


hoc forme, unto a particular cuſtom of the dutch Church 
for the unlimited Baptiſinge of all infants, which were 
preſented in the Church, of what nation ori Seck 


2. * loever , although » . that either of the paten's were 
/ chriſtians, was no otherwiſe manifeſt, then by their 


(all) anſwering yea , at the reading of the leiturgy of 


1 . biptiſme publickly „or by nodding their head, or 

ee ſome other geſtute, they feemed to be willing to 

ad awer. | 

* 1 Fiſt I neither did nor doe deny, to baptize their ; 
he lafants whoare members of this Church, which ſeing it 

3 © is lo, Idcfier to underſtand by what right; the Paſtour 


7 of.any. particular Church, can be bound” to'excerciſe 
his miniſtcy in any act of it, towards thoſe who are 
U not members of his Church, ſeing the Apoſtle Paul te- 

7 quired no more of the Paſtors of Epheſus , then to 
take hced to themſelves, and to all the flocke 
whereof the holy Ghoſte hath made them oner- 
ſcers. Ack. 20. 18. The Game is required of Ar- 
chippus, to take heade to the miniſtry which. he had 
receiyed of the Lord, ( Kr ce a 
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1. Per. and 2. If it be objected that all that ate under 


char, he fullfill it. Col. 4, 17. as allſo Peter exhorteth 
the Elders, ſaying, feed the flocke that is amongſt you |} 


the Claſſis of Amſterdam, ought to conforme to the 
cuſtom. of the durch Church in Amſterdam,” I anſwer 


chat, even for that reaſon , the Engliſh Church ought 
not to be 


that are N Ue- without difference , eſpecially , 
zlie. Seing that the Paſtor pf the Engliſh Church, can nor 


de theruntb, it heinge not neſſeſſary to 
require it of them, ſeinge that the dutch Church: (which 
is in the ſame cittie ) rofuſeth none, but baptiſeth all 


Grisfie his conſcjence, that it is law full for him ſo to 1 
doc, yes he gteately fearcth : Tcaſt Chriſt will Indge 


him guilty ,if he ſuſfot himſelfe to be in bondage under 
ſach a cuſtom , which is contrary to the canon of the 
Apoſtle, let every man beperſwadcd in his owne minde, 
Ron, 14. f. and whaiſoeyer is not of faith is ſinno 
verſ, 23. 5 

Secondly in regard of the cotpmumion of particular 

Churches amongſt» themſelves, I neither did nor doe 
refuſe to Baptiſe their Infants, who are not members 
of this Church : ſo that I mey be ſatisfied', by ſome 
preciſe Examination, if otherwiſe they be vnknowho 
io me, that they are Chriſtians in dect. 

When Mc. Pagett asked me, what Queſtions I would 
propound, to ſuch as arc not members of this Church; 
nor otherwiſe knowne to me ? I anſwered , I will in- 

dire of what religion they are of, and of what Church 
Soy are members, and concerning that fayth' (which 
they (cerve to profelle, & wherin they promiſe to educate 
their Children, It ſeemes to me that herein, Mr. Phgetr 
dealt extremely wich me. in that he rejected all my labour, 
ſot a peaceable compoſing ,, prudent iecdmthodaring 
aud brocherly ending of jou berweene him and we 
privatly , or by ag bai of the Eldeis of his one 
Church, not would hearken to my adviſe for accommo- 
F F © dation 
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(as it is fayd) by ſome of the Elders of this 


datiop without 555015 Ke Claſſis. 5 
At laſte the matter was brought to five eminent bred 


lihten, Paſtors of the duech Church: Who bein en 


nutch, 
that they would indevour to inclyne, Mr. Pa to 


ſome ficindly agreement herein, upon Mr. Pagerts requeſt 


alone did in writing deelare their private It 
I this queſtion, yet therein they profelled , that t 


ment in 
they very 
much approved, of my good zcalc , and care concerninge 

the private examination of the parents or ſuertyes of 


Tach infants, before theghild ſhould be Kiptiztd, and that 
7 the ferclayd examination, ouphrto be ordayned , as farre 


| as it might ſtand, with the edification of the En glim 
Church: NN they add afretwards) — if 


the parents, ot ſucrtyes ſhall refuſe to be cxamiked , or if 


for the ſhot tunes of time, of for other luſt cauſe, it can 


not be done, or, if, when they doe come they ſhall not 


ſeeme to giye ſatisfactlon, to the Iudgment of him that 
examineth them, the infants whoſe patents or ſucrtyes, 


: 
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ſtan religi. 


appeate to be chriſtians, and who due ptofeſſe the chti- 
on, at the teading oſ the Leiturgie of baptiſme, 
 publickly before the Chucch, (hall got for that cauſe be 
ſeat away, without baptiſme. 

The day foltowing) Mr. b. ett asked me, whether 
I would reſt in the writing of the 5. Miniſters To 
whome I anſwered. , the writers themſelves doe not 
require ibis of; mg , and for ought I can ſee it would give 
them contgyt ,. an order be 7 in conſiſtory to put an 
eude to this comttovexſie. But i any matvell, why 1 did 
not teſt in aber waiting, or tell "he reaſons , for by 
what * it be exacted or expected that 1 ſhould 
hen fyſt the wryters themſeluet 


roy leh one pfivat judgment. 
this th 9 ate judgiwent was nakedly pros 
pounded , — y proofe from” the word of G , 


| eur. is be reſted , for * owne Au- 
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thoride. Thirdly ſuch a ſubje > ls greater then may | 

bee yeilded vmo any c. '» whether of claffis, or 
Synods , and where it hath been ated or ſuffered , ie © 
hath been the cauſe of many miſcheifs in the Chatchsfor | 


therby the writings and decrees of men are made infalli- 
ble, and equall with the word of God, which is intole- 


ble. Founhly thoſe reverend brethten; take the word 
chello more largely then L, for they account all chrij- 


ians which profelſe chriſtian religion at the reading of 


the leiturgy of baptilme publickly , before ihe Church , 


though it be done only in one word, yea ot by bowing the 
head or body , when they ſay nothing, yea ſome of them 


goe ſo farre , that they boold that the very offering of tho - 


Bild to Baptiſm , giveth it a right therunto , though 
the parents be not chriftians , becauſe ( they ſay) it — 
be their father or great gtand father Ks ey 
and another adds ( if my memory fayles not) that in- 
fants arc holy in the roote, if they be borne where the 
Goſpell is preached.” But I take rhe name of chriſtians, 
(in this queſtion, ) inthe ſame ſence wherein the multi- 
tude of belecvers in Antiochia, were called chri- 
ſtians , Ad. 11, 11,6, So chat Laccount them to be 
chriſtians children whoſe parents at leaſt one of them, 
in extetnall profeſſion, is within the coychant: 7 17, 
10. Faithfull. Rom. 4, It. Called. Act. 2, 39. Toywed to 
fome true Church : 1. (or. . 12. Becanſe the ſeale of tho 
covenant belongs only co thoſe in the covenant: not can 
a min be judged to be in the covenant, faith not 
4 . fach unlelte he be called, not toll called, unles 
be taken off, from the world, and j to the con 
_ of the faithfall : wherunto agree theUivines'of 
dutch Church is their eonfeſſtohs, and all the re- 
2 Chtches in the barmori of confelfions ; e tead 
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| ang dive , and dy libertines , if th 


J cafes that may happen: that whith Berz 
4 Epiſtlcto he 4 — of Neocomum, or Pk, or 
Ames, in theit caſes , ot the Profeſſors of Leyden) in 
| ſes, makes nothing againſt my opinion, if they be 
taken in a good ſence, and made to iges with the Pas 
tern of wholeſom wotds: 
he conſequence, which ſore obſeck, fot the avoy- 2. Obj. 
F a vherof, they would have infanty, thus promiſcu- 


their 


6 
As for that which is objected, conee 


to be baptized , doe not trouble me, becauſe I haye 
ebe of the Apoſtle chat evill is not to be done that 
ood may come therof , yet in che interim, conſider 
Heilen „whether it be Ia full t6 drive the Paſtor from 
the flock, that ſtrangers may enter into the fold, or fo 
make the Paſtors calling voyd , for their ſakes , that ate 
uncalled,or to hinder the making of a covenant dene 
the Paſtor and his people, becauſe he dare not give the 
ſcale of the covenant to thoſe that are nor in the covenant, 
orto remove the Porter from the dore of the Lords 
houſe, that the gentiles may be ſuffered to enter into_rhe 
Temple? yea to bringe a detainment upon the Engliſh 
Church, for ſo ſmalle a matter, as this ſeemeth ro you 
to be, and not to regard how much the conſciente of 
ode brother is indangercd , fo your cuſtoras'm4 * 
: neither is this to be ſleighted, that, ynles we be 
thus ws aer iq this cauſe , patents that joyne themſelves 
vnto no Church will content themſelves in chat eſtate „ 
may have che privi- 
lg of the Church, as if tliey Sir ehcmbers ; which, 
o ſcech not what an occation % error, and feſtiuction;,” 
ie ay. be hoth to parents and childten; ſo that can not 
beperſwaded bur 85 in that nd the cunſciente is not 
Salt e dicht! eise b , bot By 
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Edu. Sch. Did 


I propounded to youlxevetend brethren, ) to the En- 
[li Chorch, yea to, the whole chriſtian world to judge , 
who ſhalbc, accomptcd the cauſe therof, whether he that 
peaceably and privatly and quictly , deſiteth to be faris- 


bed in the things wherof he doubteth, or they that im- 


periouſly deny him convenient time for that purpoſe, and 
doe bind him to ſuch orders. and cuſtoms, as he can not 
thinke to be equall, 5 

Afterwards, without the deſite or conſent of the 
conſiſtory . abe matter was brought into the Claſlis, they 
confirmed the writing of the five Miniſters , and 


decreed that conformity therunto ſhould be required of. - 


me as a condition whervpon I ſhould be admitted: but I 
deſired the reverend brethren earneſtly; not to binde me 
to that condition „ſeing that, firſt, that practiſe, is gtoun- 
ded upon noauthoritic of Gods Word. | | 
Secondly , nor upon any car on of any Synod. 
- Thirdly, nor is required of any one to be choſen to 
the Paſturall office, as a condition of their admittance, in 


any reformed Church. 


lie. This practiſe is not ſo abſolute, or unlimited in 


any Churches , as it is required of me. 

Ilie. It is propounded : as a greivance in many 
Dutch Churches, from whence they would be delivered 
and freed if they could. -', ' 

Glie. , It is mavifcſ} chat the noble and leatned Po- 
lonian Ioannes Alaſco Baton and Superintendent of the 
Church of 


anger: in London , in the reigne of 
obtaine pas under che * ſcale - 
Aland, Jiberty Ot, to, baptize any ſuch (as) agal 

w except, which libertic your Durch Steck gor 
our moſt mighty Kinge Charles, and is 


„ 
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Charchof England, |, 


thing bound unto any of the Canons. of tho 
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the 


baptiſmo, refuſing none, unto which queſtio 

7 weekeT gave ( int 

7 pftomiſe to baptiſe all that ſhall be offered therunto: Be- 
im- 
and f 


* 
yet, becauſe I much priſe your love, and deſite your 


* 


[ 
Neyertheles Mr. Paget propounded to me in the con- 


1 ſiſtory that I ſhould conlider and conc.ude wich my ſelfe, 
2 whea I ſhould give my laſt anſwer, whether I would pro- 
miſe to baptize all infants , that ſhould be preſented to 


ns the next 
e ſame place) this anſwer, I dare not 


cauſc the promiſe of docing it, is a confeſſion that the 
thing is law full to be done, which I doe not beleeve, 


peace, Iwill, if you defire it, continue aſſiſting Mr, Pa- 
get a convenient time, ſuch as we'ſhallagree upon, wherin 
1 may make my ſelfe knowne bettet to the Dutch Paſtors, 
and obtayne that, by their meanes, this queſtion may be 
layd aſide, and your Church may obtaine liberty therin, 
and I may more fully underſtand the other Cuſtoms of 
the Dutch Church and the ſtate of this Churche. This 
propoſition was cheerfully imbraced by the Eldets, who 
conſulted about allowing a years time for this purpoſe, 
whetunto I hope, you, reverend brethren, wi aſlent. 
which if you doe, it halbe my part to endeavour, that 

neither you may reptent of your benevolence , nor 

che magiſtrats of their indulgence, but chat mary thankes 

may be given both to you and them, both by Mr. Paget; 

and by che Engliſh Church, by him, forthe continuanco 
of anf ſſiſtantſ ſuch a one as he is) & by it for the preſerva- 

tion of peace amongſt them, which all de fire, wherunto 
I pray God to give his bleffing , and to iutich yo., revo 
rend brethren, With the ipirit 6f wiſdony; Chriſtian pru- 
dence, ind tlie feat of God, that yoti may well oder this / 
buſines. So prayeth. * 


of divinitie in Oxford. At preſens, 4 
Stranger in eAmſterdars. |; 
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Calbe wold have approved of the deſire of the Con- 
ſiſtory, that a yearstime ſhould be granted me, for the 
ends afoteſayd? yet on the coutrary , they ſeemed to be 
offended at the writing ,; threatened to complayn to the 
Magiſtrats and after much debate, concluded, that I ſhall 
have hut a monthes time, in which if doe not anſwere, 
categoti ally that I will conforme to the orders and 
cuſtoms of the dutch Church, and to this, particularly 
in queſtion, reſtinge in the jndgment aud reſolution of the 
F auch Fracker 2 with the. Claſs, or v0- 


luntatily defiſt, they will, complayne to the Magiſtrats, 


+. being give an 2 20" of the 
ena fe 


&c. vhat remained now to be done, but either volun- 
tar) deſiſtance on m part , or Bet rejection, on 
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CERT EINE INSTRVCTIONS 
| delivered to the Elders of the Engliſh 
Church deputed, which are to be propoun- 
ded to the Paſtors of the Dutch Church in 


Amſterdam. 


wy r Irſt , the revetend hrethren, Paſtors of the Dutch 
5 i | ET under the Claſſis of Amſterdam , are to 
at: 3 f be intreated not to accuſe Mr. Dayenpoirt', as the 
o 4 cauſe of this trouble, that that particular queſtion 
wy $ concerning baptiſme, between Mr, Paget is brought unto 


de them, which by his will, ſhould have been privatly en- 


12 f ded between themſelves, and the brethren ſhould not 
— have been troubled , more then was neceſſary with ſuch 
: ” # queſtbns,who have matters of greater moment to take 
- K care for in their claſſicall meeting. 

1 Secondly let them be certified that, for many we'ghtie 
reaſons, Mr. Davenport can not reſt in that writing of 
i tha five brethren , whoſejudgment nevertheles, he doth 
t 1 very much eſteeme, concerning which matter { though 


be hathmuch to Gay, yet paſling by other things) this 
n 7? aloncheprofeſſeth at preſent, that his judgment is, that 
P Dr. Ames, his opinion herein is moſt agreeable vnto 
t the word of God, ho in the 4th. booke of his caſes 
$ of conſcience. Chap. 27. Concerning baptiſme, (ha- 
; ving affirmed that it is neſceſſary that . Infants to bo 
baptiſed be in the covenant , in externall profeſſion, and 
eſtimation , in their parents, and that their is hope, that 
they ſhallbe inſtructed , and educated in that covenant 
Were and that at leaſt one of the parents is within 
the Church, not out of it, doth conclude, that their 
negligence can by no meanes bee excuſed , who doe 
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promiſcuouſly admit to baptiſme whoſoever is offered 
and by whom ocver, r 
Thirdly , let them underſtand, that Mr. Pagets 
former delayes in this buſines of Ma Davenports call, 
and bis ſtifnes in that queſtion concerning baptiſme, with- 2 
out yealding any brotherly moderation to Mr. Daven- 
tt, ſo much as to beare with him in ſo ſmall a matter, 
(as this ſeemed both to them and him to be} and to take 
vpon himſelfe that which he can doe, (if occaſion require, 
with full perſweſion, ) but Mr. Davenpott can not doe 
with inward peace, and his rejecting all Mr. Davenports 
endeavours = a peaceable compoling and ending of this 
difference privatly between themſelves, or with the coun- 
ſell of the Elders of his Chuich, and certeine ſhaxpe and en 
biting Sermons preached by him, of late, and his privat 
conferences with certe ine perſons doe abundantly de- 8 
monſtrate , that Mr. Paget hath no defire that Mr. Da- 3 lp oy 
venport ſhould be his Colleague , but doth indeyour ths In 
hinderance, rather then the furtherance therof. 1 
Laſtly. Seing peace and a greement between the Pa- dif 
ſtors doth much conduce to the edification of ihe Chuteh, ful 
and ſcing that (for the reaſons aforeſayd ) ther is no hope © 
of peace and chriſtian concord between them, Mr. Da- dif 
venport being ſtudious of the peace of the Charch, his bie 
mind is wholy turned from taking upon him the office of fare 
Paſtor in the Engliſh Church , in this cittie, and doth 
voluntarily deſiſt from his publicke miniſtry in this place, 
and doth commend ynto God the brethren in ev 4 
worke, and committ himſelfe holy to the 


wiſe 
father, to be diſpoſed elſewhere , a8 it ſhall pleaſe his 
infinit wiſdom , to his oe glory. April. 28. An.16;4. 
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THAT THESE INSTRVCTIONS 
Pages were written by himſelfe, and by himſelfe 


call, delivered to the Elders deputed, he wit. 


2 1 neſſeth, by ſubſcribing his name, lohn Da- 
atter, 8 + venport, 

take | | — 
quire, © Hough I have deſerved bettet uſage at Mr. Pa 
t doe ets hands for allmoſt 6. Months aſſiſtance of 
ports | im, and have done and ſuffered ſo much to pre- 
f this - ſerve bis peace, and the Churches, which if I 
con- had not exerciſed much patience and induſtry , would 
and Cel teinly have fallen from him, being over burdened with 


the loſſe of ſo many men, ſo much defired by the congte- 
de. getion, and other paſſages , which I will for the preſent 
Da. © ſpare to mention, Mr, Pager not content with former 
Injuries addeth theſe following. 

* Firſthe ſayth & repotteth, that he hath often deſired to 
Pa. diſpute or confer with me about this poynt, but that I re- 
fuſed it: wheras he knoweth we were in continual diſ- 
coutſe about it diverle weekes, before others knew of the 
difference, neither ſhould it evet have ben know ne, if any 
brotherly lo ve had wrought in him, or my adviſe and de- 
ſire might have prevayled.In this time thete paſſed 2. orʒ. 
ath ſetious conferences between us, wherein this poynt was 
# diſputed, which I have in writing by me, nor did I ceaſle 
od ill be gave over, and ſayd, that ſering his judgment could 
iſe not prevayle with me, he wold leave it now to the dutch 
Preachers, to ſee if they could ptevayle with me; from 
vhich I diſſwad. carneſtly, but in vayne, at laſt he tould me 
that he would ſpeake with me alone no more about thoſe 
matters, from that time I have ecaſed to come to his houſe. 
„ F Secondly, he 7 that I am gone from my 
T { promiſe , for 1 ſayd , I would reſt in the writing of 
the five Miniſters , but now will not, whereas he 
| TIS ae Knoweth 
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knoweth that from the firſt to the laſt, himſelſe never 
heard me ſpeake any ſuch word, and the night before n 


they went to the Magiſtrates for their conſent io my call, 


he apprehended wy anſwer tightly, and could the Elderg 4 


that he perceived that I did not reſt in that writing of the : 


7. Miniſters , further then it made way for an order to be 


made in the conſiſtory, wherat he ſhewed himſelfe diſ- 7 


contented. 

But one of the Elders ſayd ſo in the conſiſtory. 

That elder denieth that he ſayd ſo , and knowetk 
that I ſayd otherwayes to him, that which he ſayd ( as 
I am informed) was only to quiet Mr. Paget, and ther- 
fore told him that ſome part of that writing with an 
order to be made in conliftory , being ioyned together, 
would ſettle things, which is farre from an intimation of 
any purpoſe. in me to conferme therunto. 

But Mr. Paget would not have gone elſe to the Ma- 
giſtrate, if he had not underſtood it to be ſo? It hath 
been often cleared , that he miſunderſtood that Elder, 
if he ſo vndeiſtood him, and if he wold not pou other 
termes have gone to the Magiſtrate , the whole congte- 
gation and I am the leſſe beholden to him. 


But he did goe to the Magiſttat, and at a time whñn 
he was not very ſtronge, and when he came home tould 2 


his wife rejoycing, that now the buſines is ended, which 


he would not havr done, if he had not ſo underſtood it, 
and if he had not deſited to have Mr. Davenport for his 


colleague. 


Vpon his going to the Magiſtrate the buſines Was 
not ended, for the Magiſtrate ſhewed himſolfe unſatis- | 
fied, concerning the cauſe of my comming over, wherin | 
how licle he ſpake io giv latizfacion, is cyident 280 4 


t 


what he anſwered, might ſervs, rathe to increa 
ſn{pirion 4that beinge ended, and the M; 
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Magiltrats ſatigfed | 
by other meapes , it as ſo,brgught about A255 of the 
Dutch Preachers interpoſing, that the Magiltrais gavebut | 
3 3 


10 


a condidonall conſent to my call, and made my confor- 
© ity to this cvſtom of promiſcuous baptilinge , the con- 
Alion therof , ſo that now matters were in d worſe ftate 
then before. It is apparent that if Mr. Paget was at that 
time content to hang me joyne with him, it was but con- 
to be ditionally, that I would doe whatſoever he, or the 
1 Claſſis weld have me, upon which termes he is con- 
tent to have others , whom he hath no cauſe to deſite for 


colleagues with him. 
ved But Mr. Davenport did purpoſe to yeald , when he 4- Obj. 
> (as 3 came from England elſo why would he come over ha- 
ving ſeene the Arden that were put ro Mr. Hooker? 
He ſaw the queſtions in London , above a years An. 


1 befote his comming over, when he was farre from any 
on of £ thoughtes of comm wg to Amſterdam, or to any place 
1 out of his owne land, and when he did come over he 
Ma- profeſſed, both in land, and here , that he came . 


b for 3. or 4. months, for which time, what need 
PW | wasthere of his knowing, much leſſe profiling or con- 
forming to the cuſtoms of the Dutch Church „ and when 
he did conſider of that queſtion as it was put ro Mr. 
Hooker, ther was not either in the queſtion or anſwer , 
# Cufficientlighr to informe him of that, which time hath 
* diſcovercd herein, neither can any man from thence , 
know whatin this cuſtom is to be diſliked, 
But Mt. Pa., did ſo much inthat buſines, that he ſayth, if 5. Obj: 
that were to doe agayne he would not doe it, which ſhew - | 
eth that at chat rime he deſired to have you. 
1 If ever he did deſite me, I have given him no cauſe to An, 
Wa |} repent of it, but to deſite it more, vnſes he takes offence at 
ms 4 this, that I dare rot venture vpon doring that which 1 ac- 
mn 3 counonlawfullorat this, that I report the truth of things 
n they pulſed v hen 1 am projigked thermo. | 
tha hut it ſeemes to me that he r did defirc ir, for theſe 
reaſons. i. bee . before leame hithet, when he heatd I vas to 
come over he preached public kl agaioſt my re ſig up 


0 lace, hic h af det he juſt fied, then I relat 
5 75 | | C lande 


—_ * 


the aple herpf, the carriage therin, and the conſent of 
many worthy. devines , and of the congregation it ſelſe 
therunto | 


| Sccondly becauſe feverall times he ſhewed his diſlike © 
| biber , without his deſire or conſent in 
ſending for me, though it is apparent that God ſent me 


of my co 


hicher ata needfull time, when without me they would 
have been deſtitute, he being unable to preach, or to come 
to che Church. 
1 . ſo he * che calling of me ſo lo 
the Elders to be icpaticnt 
what reaſons he bAknow eth. | 
4lic. becauſe as ſoone as he found my Iudgm. differiug 
in this poynt from his practiſe, he diſcouered how litle he 
deſired me, by refi all mcancs of accomodation , 
though by them the difference might have been hid, and 
petemptoily teſolving to have it brought into the Claſſis, 
though I tould him it would make matters worſe, he 
pretended he might nat doc otherwiſe, though ſome of 
the Dutch Preachers, ſayd it might be beſt ended in the 
Conliflory , and wiſhed it might be ſo, and approved of 
what I had ſayd to Mr: Paget, that mattem would bo 
worſe elſe: For it is unlikly that the Claſſis Gould make 
an order in favour pfume,to condemn their ownecpyſtoms. 


Flie. * earneſtly to have Mr. Balmford of 
the Hage, ub he gave him the fame anſwer to the 
queſtion which I one before I came into thele parts: 


and ſince bath nominated Mr, Roe of Fluſhing : thoagh 
. — 
one tha hah peg ome yay fol ene e d 
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HE GREIVANCES, AND COM» 
plaints of the burthened and 2 
members of the Engliſh Church in Amſter. 
dam. Anno 1634. The 18 of October. 


long, hy Wy offence hath beene raken , that ſome of 
or # us whoſe names are underwritten, did abſent 
our ſelves, from the Lords ins 00 the laſt communion 
eriug day, we thought good to giyethe reaſon of our abſences 
tle he in writeing, with our names ſubſcribed therunto, bein 9 
ion, villing to e our blame , fit halbe proved tous our of 
s the Word of God, that we have ſinned in ſo doeing i; for 
18 vo confeſcthat the cauſe thereof was no contempt 
eight account of the Lords Supper, the free injoy- 
ment whereof in a right manner, we account an eſpeciall 
the | priviledge , and whatſozver hindereth us from it à very 
- grievous affliction. 
ln which reſpect we are the more oor and nay 
| ** with the ſinfull proceedings » lohin Paget 
2 which deprived us of for great a comfort at that timo, ay, 
7 howſoever ve doe not thinke that the perſonall ſin of any 
man can dcfile the ordinance of God to us, if we be 
meete and fittc to pertake therof, yet we know that a 
wan may make himlelfe pertake of other mens finncs, 
FT by lectin his duty in ſeeking reformation, and ſo 
agieren 
communicate unworthily. 
| Wherefore having waited that ſornething (ſhould have 
beene done ie 7 1 7 ha bur in ke » wedurſt 
Xf approach to cel we bad tn ſome mes 
| jim — this „Which wo 
uld have hes ee r * 
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ve ſhould be called upon, to ſhew the reaſons of our «i 


8 at that time, which formerly we could not obraine; ” | = 


abs by vertue ol lu paſtorall office whecunts he 
* beene ralled in his Church. And that amongſt com- 
municants, eſpecially Paſtout and People, there ſhoald be 
an union in chtiſtian love and affection, and communion 
in all the fruits thereof, one whereof is ſeaſonable ad- 
monition, which in caſe of public k ſcandall and offence, 
muſt be publick, as we conceive it is in this preſent caſe, 
which we would have borne, if the injury had beene but 
perſonall to au one of us, and covered, if it had becne a 
mcere infirmity., ot but a private offence , bu tleeing the 
matet is a publick injury, and obſtinatelypcrliſted in, to 
the great diſhonour of God & hnct of the Church, we are 
not to be ſilent any longer, but by iheſe preſents doo 
teſtify to all men, principally to you the Elders of this 
Church, that how ſoever Mi. Paget beareth the name; 
ſilleth up he place, and doth many works of a Paſtour 


' amongſt us, yet he doth not behave himſelf as becometh 


a Paſtour , neither in government nor docttine towards 
us. | | 

„That he Hloth it not in government will 1 
theſe pareiculare ; firſt he depriveth the Church of that li- 
berty and power which Chift hath given it, in the free 
choyce of their Paſtour,contrary 10, Ad. 6,3. and 14. 23. 

This weptove by 8 rejeRing , and oppoſing of the 

moſt wo God (obo came out of England 
fot che ſame enuſe he N * 7 the Choich with one 
conſent defired , as Me Hooker, and Mr. Davenpo of 
later times, and alſo Mr.Parker, Ne, Mt. Faces, 
M ann. &c, 7 11 | 
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our ab. qu ro procure that none of our owns nation that com im- 
drain. mediatcly from England, though. eyes ſo fitt and able, 
Lords 4 hould be admitted but we mut be forced 10 take o one 
nto he thatican ſpeake Dutch; and one in this country, thou 
com- the Lord hath fought againſt his courſe hitherto by t 
ald be great unſi nes of thoſe = have preached here by his 


> nomination or conſent in ſending for. 
e ad- , Secondly, Mt. Paget depriveth the Elders of their po- 
ence, weer in * for the good of the Church, which 
will chus appear 
2 © Fiſt — qa —— have beene referred to the Elders to 
ene a determine, he hach tejected their counſel , and opinions, 
g the | ſomecinoes acculingthem of partiality, ſometimes of in- 
n, to 3 — to judge, when he thought they would con- 
ears > clude againſt his purpole. 
dos Sccondly, when the Elders have declared their judg- 
this 7 ment with one conſent, he hath proteſted againſt it, and 
we, 'q caryed it to the Claſſis, though the matter hath beene 
our * ſuch,as,ſcing i it might have beene ended in the confiſtory , 
eth * not to have beene brought thither, as, 
rds 5 irſt, when the conliſtory agreed that an order ſhould 
be made, that all that were not members of this Church 
in ſhould make themſelves know ne 10 Mr. Davenport, that 
u- be might be ſatisfyed concerning them, before they ſhould 


et cent their children to Baptiſme in this Church, which 
order would have ended the difference betweene than. if 
he it had talcen place, but Mr. Paget proteſted 

id Sta when the Eldets agreed that Mr, Day. ſt q 3 
649 aycarsrime to-goc on inaflittingMr, Paget in proxhingro 


ſee if in that time he could progure that this queſtion mig 
be laid downe, and might be fully re a fall 84. by 
ders and cuſtomes of t Dwgh.Church, 1 85 
J would bind him to ma 2dition 
upon he v tu be admitted to the paſto ﬀ 
$ Chacch, Mr! Pa. oppoſed this,as if the ec 
; were ati doc ſo much an] 

L 


19 


5 . the like th 
HP les Mr. Wells Preache whom he 
thing againſt, without the leavoof e Claſſis, &c, . 


_ warrant from the Word of God, as: thus appea- 
ret 

Firſt he giveth them power , to * his ends fin 
Keeping-off — Miniſter, whome he would have ay 4 
out 7. — 3 pretended by himſelfe, ( though ho 
would have had on that to this day hould the ſame 
opinion) though ſuch as he keepeth out be knowne 
to be moſt eminent, able, and Godly men, and ſuch 


cauſed the Claſſis to execute upon Mr. Hooker and 
Mr. Davenport , which = arc —_— they _ 
not have done but by Mt. Pa uggeſtion to the great 
greife and hurt of 9 this Church. E 
Secondly; he giveth them power to make lawes, 
and orders wherunto whoſocver wilbe miniſter of this 
Church muſt ſubmit, as to obſerve all the orders and 
cuſtomes of the Dutch Chutc h, though ſome of them 
ate ſuch as the Miniſters of the dutch, would caſt-off if 
the vaſtnes of their Church (being but one in ſo great 
a city) did not force them thei eunto; of 4 
miſcuous 
rence; of knowledge of them, is one; for which Mr. 
Davenport is keptout of this Church. though there is 
no Arg of tying the Miniſter uf this Church to that 
hola - the con congregation being (mall., and who can 
* o us ſo Bal to all their or- 
er dere e Mr. P 


cout to their orders ) why? yuur ſelfe do not 
rene to & K , e 
BB all ve 
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he be brought ; as that he would 1 1 
5 he profeſſed he had no- * 


icdly , he ſubjectech this Church under an un- 
due power of the Chah, which he bringeth it under, 
niterely for his one endt, as we conceive, without 


as abhorre all hereſye, and Scifme z which he hath -© 


beptizing of al chai are brought wichour diffe= 


on occa- 
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all have rejoyced, to have heard that all our differences 
had beene ended amongſt our ſelves ; yea he hath of late 0 
as we heard, required of the Elders to make an order in Ny 
the conſiſtory, that whatſocycr Miniſter ſhall hereafter be E 
called to this Church, ſhopld conforme to a writing 
7 which he got . Dutch Miniſters to make in his owne 
* > houſc about that queſtion, and fent it to Mr. Davenport, 
vhich we thiuke no Godly man will abſolutely be bound 
= unto. 
= Thirdly, he violently , without conſent of any of 
= the conliſtory , bringeth matters from thence , to the 
> Claffis , when he can not have his will injuſtly ſatisfyed, 
| and ſo deſtroys the power of the Church utterly ; often 
+ anſwering , they can doe — in theſc caſes without 
hath - the claſſis, of which we reverently eſteeme for Counſel! 
and and ad vice in all difficult matters, that can not be ended 
ould 7 amongſt our Conſiſtory. | 
reat Foptthly under pretence of af king and taking adviſe 
ol the Claſhs, he ſubje&ed the Church under their au- 
thotity and power, as he calls it, tho the Church never 
= acknowledged any ſuch power to be due, as the (crip- 
: tures in any place giveth not to ſuch a company of Mini- 
* ſters , nor as becometh any except the Apoſtles that could 
not erte, to have, | | 900 
Fourthly he doth not the duty of a Paſtour to the 
particular members of chis congregation , we prove after 
this maner. 
k Firſt, when Godly perſons. make their wu nos of 
* thoſe that walke diſorde;ly , and that the cęnſutes are 
not executed againſt offenders , they that ſecke the good 
of the Church are checked and diſcouraged by him. 
Secondly, when ſome have beene Taſpended from 
the Lords table, they may live many yeates, and dye in 
their ſins, before he lookes after them to reclaime 
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them. | 
Thirdly the viſiting of the members at their * 
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is ſo fatte neglected, that not onely divers members ne- 
yer were once viſited by him in divers yeares, hut alſo 
the viſitation of che members againſt the ſacrament is 0 
wholy left. off, OY "2 
Fourthly wheras it was defired , that the weekly ſer 7 
mons on wendeſdayes » and thoſe uſuall before the 7 
Sactament, ſhould againe be begun, and aſſiſtance hab 7 
beene offred him therein without bis charge ar Icaſt, he 
neither would performe them himſelf ,. nor ſuffer an 
other we could get to do it, though the Elderſhip agreed Þ 
it ſhould. be ſoe. 9 
Secondly for his Doctrine, we have much againſt it, 
But to let paſſe his ſleight Sermons, which be many fot 
a man of his abilitycs. 8 4 
| Firſt his ſelf presching, and miſapplying of holy truths, 
| which hath beene done with ſuch bitternes of late, that 
we: ſome of us are diſcouraged , from hearing him, and all of | 
1 ut are ſent home with ſad hearts, when thoſe of his ſide 
| ate JO glad » and. inſult, who pretend to cleaye to 
1 Mr. Paget, out of their enmity againſt us, and thoſe wayes 
| of Godlines wherin we deſire and indeavour te walke. 
| Secondly for his takeing of text of purpoſe, fit to 
| ſtirre up contention , as of late, that of the J. of Eſay 
about the vinyard upon which five faſt veries he hath 
taught a great While, which with what bitternes he hath 
taughit againſt the Godly,many Paſlages,and members will 
witnes , and inſinuating things againſt us, that we never 
thought of, making us vile before the whole congre- 
| ops and to be inſulted over by unworthy termes , 
= . | rom thoſe of his fide : to our great griefe and continuall 
& | | vexation, and 10. dayes ſince ſtrained the 5; verſe which 
4D ; tels what God will doe to his vineyned, and ſpake alto- 
| gether of mens diſorders in the Church, RL RY 4 
: 1 Thirdly he hath. preach very bitterly and provoking- * 
. "2M ly » againſt priyat meetings, not onel long ſince, but of 
5 ” late » hath done very” unjuſtly ; and manifeſt injurye io 
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Mr. Davenport whom he Laer enough ) reproached 

In bis pulpit, about the meeting of divers to Heare him 

open the, groundes of religion, in Catechyling the fa- 
Fords day after the ſermons 


wily where he lived, ever 


kly ſer · were ended, at 5. a Clock at night ; where many reccived 
ore tbe much edification, which he hat n now depri - 
ce hat ed us of, to the great grief of many Godly ſoules. 

alt, he Fourthly about the queſtion betweene him and Mr. 
fer any A Davenport, for the baptiſing of all Children that are 
agreed 4 . though the parents were altogether unknow ne, 


inſt it. 
ny for 


raths, 
0 that 
all of 
s lide 
ve to 
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he very ceproachfally npbiaidedMr. f vy oe of crrour, 
= and gave gut that he would anſwer him in the pulpit, and 
when the day came wherein we expected the perfor- 
b mance of his promiſe, he avoyded the queſtion betweene 
them, and fell upon the Auabaptiſis and Browniſts, from 
> both which N differeth in that poynt, as he 
bath toyld him formerly, and offred hich to declare in 


7 publick how facre he differed from them therein, is thi 


— 


4 cotherly dealiog.thus to uſe a miniſter who hath fo loye- 
ingly afifted kim and us, in our neceſſitj ? and to traduce 
im falſly and injuriquſly in this maner, and all to the 
end that he may ſecme to juſtify his Keeping of him out 
of the Church, whom the Church, bath ſo much de- 


0 ſired, and bewaile th that they are deprived of him, which 


the Claſſis at ſirſi canſented unto ( though they knew the 
difference ) till Mr. Paget brought it agaive to them by 


force, to have them make an order to condemne their 


« "wy, 

one practice, and therefore wee conceive Mr. Paget the 
aonely cauſe we are deprived of ſuch heavenly means for 
= our Edification. 


Now we pray you our Elders in the feare of God to 


take theſe our complaints to heart, and to give your judg- 


aw wi: ther it be not fir, and more then time, that tome 


# lawfull courſe be taken for the redreſſe of theſe grievan- 


ces, and to conſult which way, it may beſt be done; that 


ſo in that great day of the Lord you may give up yours 
D account, 


— . 
e * 
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account, far the diſcharge of this Truſt committed unt 
you , with joy; which if you ſhall upon this on: ſolemne 3 

complaint neglect ta doe we doe proteſt before che Lord, 

& his 0 urch, to be wholy guiltles of all theſe evills, have 7 
ing done out utmoſt indeavour for the redrefle of the 
fame; & the ſinne thereof, to lay upon Mr. Iohn Paget our 
preſent paſtgur, as the pricipall cauſe of all theſe evills , 


SS 


defircing you, to caſe theſe our complaints to reſt upon 
record in the regiſter of this Church, that after times may 
ſce how thele evils have beene witneſſed againſt ; we ſub- 
* ſcribe dur names as followeth , deſiteing alſo , chat place 
may be left in the regiſter for all others,thar hearing her- 
of, ſhall defire to have their natnes under written, for the 
more full witnes of theſo things, becauſe we have not 
gathered many names as we could bave done of many, 
(becauſe you might have nothing to take offence at that | 
way ) which weconceive would gladly have joyned with © 
us herein, not onely of men but of many Godly women 
alſo, thatare of the ſame mind with us. ; : 


* 7 
* 


earn Sachs 2 
* Ro : FI 


b i Gs by, 
N. I. T. F, 
LC. H. P. 
„ A. N. 
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We who laſt time, did not with our brethren above 
ritten abſtaine from the Lords Supper, yet deſite to 


ord 3 dyne as one with them in theſe complaints, and Grie- 
„have Nances, and therefore have underwritten our names as 
of the 
et Our 
vills, ©” S. O. 
utho- D. B. L. D. 
8 T. A. Tz 
„ and : R. P. 8 
ron L H. F. D. 
may 7 G. B. P. L. 
ſub- 
tg after thes greivances were givenunto the conſiſtory, divers 
der- members more hearing thereof, deſired to joyn in 
r From ; the ſame and ſubſcribed their names allſo. 
ny h 5 
chat ex for concluſion, ſince the caſe ſo ſtands as is here reported, 


vich under ſuch plentiful teſtimonie , What remains , but that 
nen 7 every one that would approve himſelf to Goa( if redreſſe 
'* cannot be had) labour to keep himſelf pure, and not per- 
j take of others ſins » by continuing the ſervants of men , 
1 againſt the power and liberty purchaſed by ( kriſt for bir 
: Church of ſaintts , knowing the way of the wpright is to de- 
part from evill. Stand faſt therefore, quitt you likg men, in 
firiving for the maintenaunce of this part of the faith , and 
the Lord wilbe with you if you wilbe faithfull uso bim. 


